OBSERVATION TOOLS

« Anecdotal Record of Observation: Short descriptive, detailed narrative of
a specific event. An informal observation method often used as an aid to
understanding the child’s personality or behavior. Essentially an anecdotal
record tells a story of what the observer has seen.

« Running Record: A detailed narrative account that describes a child’s
behavior in sequence, as it occurs. They are recorded in present tense and
provide step by step commentary of what is observed. They can be very
helpful for closely analyzing interactions or a child's progress at acquiring
particular skill/fearning. Typically a running record records time in
increments, although this is not always the case. The key objective is to be
very detail and factual about what you see, recording things that at the
time may seem meaningless, but could later help an observer breakdown
or better understand the learning that is occurring.

. Pportfolio: A collection of the child’s work and pictures of the child,
including observations about what the child is doing in the picture. A
portfolio is a systematic collection of a child’s work and related materials
that depict a child’s activities, accomplishments, and achievements in one

or more domains.

« Time Sampling: Observation of what happens during a given time period
often using tallies. Time sampling is the recording of a child's
activities/behavior at pre-determined regular intervals during the
day. Typically time samples are conducted in half hour increments, but the
frequency can be as often or infrequent as is appropriate to the child and
situation. Time samples can be very helpful in monitoring child’s
interactions, particularly if that child is quiet and overlooked or always
shows a preference for only a few particular activities.
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The horizontal line on the scatter plot grid designates the date the
observation occurs. The scatter plot is a direct observation tool used in t
functional assessment process to identify when problem behaviors are
occurring. One advantage of the scatter plot is that a number of
measurement strategies can be used including frequency counts, duratio
or latency recording. Another way to record the data is to indicate low
rates of occurrence with one symbol and higher rates of responding with
different code. The exact number of behaviors can also be written into tl
ceiis to provide more detaiied information. A disadvantage Is that the
scatter plot does not provide a way to document what antecedents and
éonsequences are observed during the sessions. Therefore, additional
recording methods are needed to collect data such as the ABC Chart.

« Developmental Checklist: A developmental checklist is a list of activities
and growth steps that can be checked off to ensure and check for typical
development.

+  Work Sampling: In the Work Sampling System, three complementary
elements are the foundation for recording and reporting student
knowledge and development. The three complementary elements are:
Observations by teachers using Developmental Guidelines and Checklists,
Collection of children’s work in Portfolios, and Summary Reports. This
performance assessment system assesses and documents children's skills
knowledge, behavior, and accomplishments as displayed across a wide
variety of educational domains and as manifested on multiple occasions.

+ Videos/Photographs: The digital camera is a convenient way to visually
document children’s development. The camera can be used to photograp
children engaged in creating artwork, participating in dramatic play, or
taking part in field trip activities. The camera can also be used to take
pictures of a child’s accomplishments, such as artwork or building-block

structures.

o Child or parent interviews. Uses open-ended questions to obtain
information about a child’s behavior or the child’s skill set.
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